2" Preparatory Action — Smart Rural Areas in the 215 Century

Guidance No 3 —Smart Village Taskforces

2"d Smart Villages Taskforce Meeting — IRELAND
Purpose of the meeting

The purpose of the meeting was to examine the six objectives set by the task force,
fostering discussions to evaluate their progress and efficacy. Furthermore, members were
presented with a survey to gather insightful feedback on the impact and execution of each
objective.

Date of the meeting

06/03/2024

Location

Online (Zoom)

Participation

There were 13 participants; Project manager at CAP Network Ireland, Researcher at CAP
Network Ireland, Sustainable Energy Communities Programme Manager at SEAI
(Sustainable Energy Authority of Ireland), Outcomes and Impacts Manager at Volunteer
Ireland, Director of DigitalHQ CLG, LEADER Project Officer at Inishowen Development
Partnership, Development Officer at Ballyhoura Development CLG, Rural Development
Officer at Wicklow Partnership (Local Development Company), Data Analyst at Derilinx
(Open Data), assistant to CEO at Clare Local Development Company, representative of
Irish Islands Federation (Comhdhail na nOiledn) and Ireland national expert and co-expert.

Main outcomes & lessons learnt (including deviations from initial plan)

The meeting convened to address the burgeoning concept of digital communities and
smart villages in Ireland, commencing with introductions from James Claffey and Daniel
Bennett, who outlined their roles within the task force. Attendees from various
organisations similarly introduced themselves, setting the stage for discussions on
establishing a "Smart Village Task Force" to drive community empowerment and enact
change. Key points included a proposal to rebrand as "smart communities" for inclusivity,
challenges in integrating local and regional plans, and the necessity of metrics for
evaluating success. Ideas emerged for utilising existing infrastructure, such as community
centres and libraries, to support local initiatives and foster digital inclusion. Concerns over
inclusivity and addressing marginalized groups prompted discussions on potential task
forces and pilot programmes. The meeting concluded with action items assigned,
including compiling survey results into a report and fostering collaboration with local
development companies to implement smart village initiatives.

Next steps

Next steps involve compiling the survey results and meeting discussions into a
comprehensive report, aiming to share key insights and findings. The report will be shared
with relevant stakeholders, including the Irish government department, to foster
informed decision-making and collaboration. Additionally, a follow-up Zoom call is
scheduled in the second week of May to recapitulate the report's findings and facilitate
the exchange of learnings from other European task forces, thereby enriching the ongoing
dialogue and promoting best practices in smart village development.

Supporting documents
Presentation slidedeck is attached.
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Meeting Recording: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=moryAvDvUIU
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