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Purpose of the meeting

The purpose of the meeting is

✓to present the Smart Rural 27 project and outcomes

✓discuss synergies with activities of other organisations

✓present the structure of the Final Conference



Objective of 
Smart Rural 21

To support rural 
communities in 
developing Smart Village 
Strategies and implement 
smart actions (including 
renewable energy, digital 
services, local 
entrepreneurship, rural 
mobility, etc.).





The Smart 
Rural 21 
Guidebook



Overall objective of 
Smart Rural 27

To prepare Member 
States and rural 
communities for the 
implementation of the 
CAP post-2020 as well as 
other policies and 
initiatives which could 
potentially support the 
emergence of Smart 
Villages across the EU.



National 
taskforces –
discussions 
locally & share 
emerging 
knowledge 
across 
countries

European Smart Villages Pilot 
Observatory - Stakeholder Platforms 
(MA, LEADER, CAP Networks, 
Villages, Research & others)

Villages – discussions locally & share 
emerging knowledge across countries





Smart Villages are communities in rural areas that develop smart
solutions to deal with challenges in their local context. They build on
existing local strengths and opportunities to engage in a process of
sustainable development of their territories. They rely on a participatory
approach to develop and implement their strategies to improve their
economic, social and environmental conditions, in particular by
promoting innovation and mobilising solutions offered by digital
technologies.

(Pilot Project on Smart Eco-Social Villages, 2019)

EU Definition



Key features of Smart Villages
• Smart: Hardest to “pin down” - making the most of modern 

technology, knowledge & innovation (but not only technological 
digital) with a social impact

• Village: Local rural community level – no sharp limit in population 
(consider also DEBURGA)

• Strategic approach: holistic/ integrated approach –(format is flexible) –
Addressing contemporary challenges (climate, social…): Vision for the 
future

• Participatory approach: Engagement of community in planning & 
implementation (consider what it means in lagging behind 
communities) – local ownership / community-level impact



INFORMATION ON GOOD PRACTICES1

SMART PROJECTS
SMART RURAL COMMUNITIES



The Geomapping Tool

Rural 
communities

• Smart Villages & villages 
in transition

• Strategy (or plan/concept)

• At least 1 smart solution

• Rural community / village



Lighthouse sites

Factsheets, 
documentaries, 
podcasts

• Community profile

• Why it’s inspiring/ smart

• Journey (with funding!)

• Thematic focus/ 
innovative action

• Community engagement 
(quadruple helix model)



CAPACITY-BUILDING FOR RURAL 
COMMUNITIES

2



Knowledge Clusters
Webpages:

Timeline & outcomes



Hands-on exchanges

• Smart Village (morning) Cafés
✓ Large interest

✓ Very informal

✓ Practical

• Cross-visits:
✓ Trips to other inspiring villages both in

SR21 & SR27

✓ Sometimes part of larger events

(fieldvisits)



IMROVING CSP IMPLEMENTATION3



CAP Analysis

• Dedicated interventions • LEADER interventions





The project is funded by the European Commission. The opinions expressed in this presentations are 
that of the Contractor only and do not reflect the official position of the European Commission.

Contact: E40 - smart-rural@e40.eu

Project Coordinator: Edina Ocsko (edina.ocsko@e40.eu)
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