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“a socio-economic system in which the local
population adopts and implements
innovative, systemic change-oriented
solutions based on local strengths and
opportunities, ensuring the widest possible
engagement and cooperation among rural

populations, using digital and other
technologies in their day-to-day operations,
with a view to increasing the attractiveness
and quality of life of rural areas, based on a
common understanding of needs and a
sequence of actions focused on a clear
specific local objective”
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CAP specific objective SO8
to promote employment, growth, gender
equality, including the participation of
women in farming, social inclusion, and
local development in rural areas,
including the circular bio-economy and
sustainable forestry

CAP cross-cutting objective
to modernise agriculture and rural areas
by fostering and sharing of knowledge,
innovation and digitalisation in
agriculture and rural areas and by
encouraging their uptake by farmers,
through improved access to research,
innovation, knowledge exchange and
training
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Smart villages contribute to needs:

h.1 Promote business initiatives by rural
residents and rural communities;

h.2 Increase rural employment and social
inclusion;

h.4 Modernising rural areas by making their
living conditions more attractive;

h.5 Promote bioeconomy entrepreneurship
k.4 Reduce the digital divide in agriculture
and rural areas.

Result indicators:

R.40 Smart transition of the rural economy:
(Number of supported smart-village strategies);
Proposal:

R.3 Digitalising agriculture: Share of farms benefitting
from support for digital farming technology through CAP;
R.37 Growth and jobs in rural areas: New jobs
supported in CAP projects,

R.41 Connecting rural Europe: Share of rural
population benefitting from improved access to services
and infrastructure through CAP support;

R.42 Promoting social inclusion: Number of persons
covered by supported social inclusion projects.

*®  Contribution on the intervention “Smart Villages” to result

indicators (R.3, R.37, R.41 and R.42) will be calculated after the
solection of smart village strategies
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(o New, innovative ways of solving problems
L:,;-/’} Diversity of ideas

Development of social economy
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e Vytautas Magnus University conducted a national study "On the)
implementation of the concept of smart villages in Lithuania". The study
revealed following directions which are important for smart rural
development: local economy; inclusive local infrastructure and services; smart
public management; smart local communities and environmental protection

and mitigation of climate change. )

* On the basis of partnership and bottom-up principles, the Network of Local
Action Groups, in cooperation with LAGs, researchers, experts and the
Lithuanian Rural Network, developed a common concept for smart villages.
On the basis of the approved smart rural concept, each LAG will be able to
develop smart rural strategies for its territory.

* MA has developed guidelines for the implementation of smart village pilot
projects during the transition period, which set out principles for the
development, implementation, conditions, proposed topics, models for the
development, possible implementation of the smart rural concept. The
provisions of the guidelines also set out the concept of implementation smart
villages startegies in the new period.



% The budget is 3.6 million Eur

%+ | The fund were allocated to the 15 LAGs that achieved
& the highest outstanding results in their local
development strategies

Smart Villages
pilots during

transition Up to 200 thousand EUR is allocated to each LAG for
period (2021- the initiation and implementation of pilot local
2022 m ) projects of smart villages and up to 40 thousand Eur

for the administration of these projects

Pilot projects are implemented within the scope of
the LEADER measure

%~ The implementation of pilot projects of smart
villages is planned until 2025 in June




SUBJECTS OF SMART VILLAGE PILOT
PROJECTS CHOSEN BY THE LAG
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After implementation of the pilot projects of smart villages, an evaluation will be

carried out
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The budget is 15 million Eur

The planned number of Smart
Village Strategies ~25

The planned amount for one Smart Villages strategy is up to 0.7 million Eur

* 1 LAG, up to 0,5 million Eur;
» 2 LAG cooperation (1- applicant, 1 — partner), up to 0,6 million Eur;
» 3 and more LAG cooperation (1 — applicant, the others — partners), up to 0,7 million Eur.

* To the maximum support of 0,7 million Eur, exluding Strategy partners LAG's, can apply
LAG's whose territory has a population of more than 40,000 habitants.
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The intervention “Smart villages” is designed as stand-alone

intervention. It is implemented based on LEADER principles but
Is not integrated into LEADER measure.

aaall | AGs will participate as initiators of the smart village strategy,

Leader

Saml developers and territory activators

More
Leaders

Smart village strategy will implemented on a partnership
@ principle with local interested stakeholders (natural and legal

persons — SMEs, municipalities and their bodies or enterprises).
';' They will be responsible for the implementation of different

m activities of the Smart Rural Strategy.
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SV are implemented in villages, small towns, towns, or other residential areas with a population
not exceeding 6000 (except for towns — municipal centres, that are not considered rural areas
despite the population below 6000)

The territory is clearly defined, not necessarily coinciding with the boundaries of a specific
territorial unit of administrative boundaries

A functional territory can be chosen - a territory characterized by economic or social relations
and (or) a shared infrastructure and (or) a network of services (crossing the boundries of
municipalities)

Thematic territory, when the territory connect for the thematic purpose of implementing the SV
(according to the implemented topic)

The measure will be implemented in clearly defined areas that correspond to the boundaries of a specific village, town,
city, or in integrated areas with specific smart operation and decision-making goals (functional, thematic areas).



LAG determines the directions, topics,
problems and challenges of the
Strategy

LAG activation actions: organizes
meetings, consultations, trainings for
the stakeholders who will be
interested in the implementation of the
smart village projects

LAG will independently

determine the procedures and
select the projects of project
implementers that will
participate in the Strategy

LAG and partner LAG will share
12% precent of Strategy
administration costs (development,
coordination, management of the
Srategy,; engagement and
cooperation between partners)

SMART VILLAGE STRATEGY

The Smart rural
strategy with all
the selected
projects is
submitted to
the PA
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Selection
principles
for smart
village
strategies
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TOPICS OF SMART VILLAGES STRATEGIES

Smart initiatives
Smart infrastructure

Smart stakeholders / institutions
Smart services

Smart society
Smart solutions in the fields of

energy




WE HOPE IN 2029...

Residents of villages
will create rural areas
into, attractive and
modern places to live
through smart,
modern, relevant,
significant,
technology-based
solutions and actions

Community solar
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