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1,821 CITIZENS
77 KM² AREA
80% FOREST LAND
RURAL VILLAGE
INDUSTRIAL REGION
140 KM SOUTHWEST OF VIENNA
STANZ IM MÜRZTAL
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PRE-CONDITIONS & OPPORTUNITIES
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Successful engagement of civil society and 
comprehensive participation-process in the 
municipality since 2016

Open Space meetings with public and 
identification of key topics for municipal 
development

Joint development of new municipal services -> 
piloting and implementation 

In addition to small projects with quick wins start 

of comprehensive community development 
initiatives and projects.

Democratization of communal life and building 
trust among the population

STANZ IM MÜRZTAL
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RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT & CO-CREATION
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Construction of a biomass power plant by a 
private investor and farmer -> Use of own wood 
chips(to get out of the gas)

Research in coupling of sectors: heat and 
electricity (Power2Heat)

Integration of a small hydropower plant for 
balancing the production load

Anticipating the EU Clean Energy Package 

(2019): Support to decarbonise EU’s energy 
system in line with the Green Deal.

Creation of a Rural Pioneer Community to 
implement new concepts of electricity 
production.

Use of blockchain as a pilot test for 
administration and automation (from 2023)

STANZ+

12



2019

2023

AEE-Intec 2021
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Austria implemented the Clean Energy Package 
into national law in 2021 with the “Erneuerbare 
Ausbaugesetz” (Renewable Expansion Act), 
which, among other things, made the launch of 
energy communities possible.

CLEAN ENERGY PACKAGE + EAG
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BENEFITS OF RECs

Ecological

Economic

Social (Community)

= Contribution to the climate goals

= Reduction of taxes and duties

= ?
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67 members: 1/2 prosumers 1/2 comsumers 
(60% want to invest in new equipment)

Currently 300 kWp PV production capacity 

Farmers construct community facilities on roofs 
of farm buildings

Private investment in a small hydropower plant 
with 80 kWP

Private investment in two large PV free-field 
systems (2 x 1 mWp)

Heating with biomass: 1 x 450 kW 1 x 1.000 kw

EG STANZERTAL
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N=43
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THANKS FOR THE ATTENTION! 23



Commission proposals published in 2016. Finalised in 
May 2019.

Support to decarbonise EU’s energy system in line 
with the Green Deal.

EU countries have 1-2 years to convert the new 
directives into national law.

Two definitions of energy communities: Citizen 
Energy Communities (CEC) and Renewable Energy 
Communities (REC).

Austria implemented the relevant directives into 
national law in 2021 with the “Erneuerbare 
Ausbaugesetz” (Renewable Expansion Act), which, 
among other things, made the launch of energy 
communities possible.

EU CLEAN ENERGY PACKAGE
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