Call for the participation of rural communities in the
Smart Rural 27 Knowledge Clusters

The Smart Rural 27 project?! is inviting rural communities across Europe
to take part in exchanges with other rural communities on specific
Smart Villages themes.

We are now launching the 1st Smart Rural 27 Knowledge
Cluster of Smart Rural Communities
on the topic of
Local Energy Transition & Renewable Energy Communities

You can express your interest to get involved in the Renewable Energy
Cluster by 28/02/2023 through the following registration link.

Why Knowledge Clusters?

Smart Villages is an EU concept to support rural communities in developing innovative /
smart strategies and solutions in response to pressing challenges (such as depopulation,
lack of basic services and economic opportunities, energy crisis, lack of connectivity, etc.).
The Smart Rural 21 project* aimed to support selected rural communities in developing
Smart Village Strategies and implementing smart solutions.

The Final Conference of the Smart Rural 21 project highlighted the importance to continue
to work with rural communities and support the exchanges among them to realise
practical solutions on common themes of interest.

The Smart Rural 27 Knowledge Clusters will create opportunities to exchange knowledge,
among others through field visits for communities, practical workshops, online
discussions, at the same time showing how innovative, holistic long-term vision and Smart
Village Strategies can help to bring a local community forward in the 21st Century.

1The 1st & 2nd Preparatory Action on Smart Rural Areas in the 21st Century projects were supported by the
European Commission (DG AGRI) and have been implemented between 2020-2022 and 2021-2023 respectively.


https://e40.typeform.com/to/ERNAM9LN
https://e40.typeform.com/to/ERNAM9LN
http://www.smartrural21.eu/

What is the Renewable Energy Knowledge Cluster focused on?

The energy cluster is about finding solutions to current challenges: climate crisis, energy
crisis, rising prices, households affected by energy poverty. "Renewable energy systems
under new community ownership structures are being pioneered all over the Europe. The
goal is to develop cheap, clean and secure energy by bringing power generation closer to
the people who will use it. [...] One answer to the global energy challenge is being devised at
the local and regional level through clean-energy communities. These are groups of people
that voluntarily pool their resources to produce, store or distribute energy together."?

By creating decentralised systems of energy supply, households and businesses can
exchange and trade sustainably produced electricity and heat among themselves and
independently set prices in the community. As a result, there is more independence from
large corporations, fossil fuels and price developments at the international level. It
strengthens local value creation, makes a significant contribution to environmental
protection, and allows local people to participate directly (social innovation) in the energy
transition, save costs and establish climate-friendly lifestyles.

The European Green Deal's objective to decarbonise energy production has been reinforced
by the Clean Energy for all Europeans (CEP) package adapted by the EU in 2019. It aims to
make a significant contribution to the climate goals in Europe and create a framework for the
creation of energy communities (to be implemented at national level). In 2022, in view of the
energy crisis, the REPowerEU plan set targets for reducing energy consumption, increasing
the share of renewable energy and diversifying the European energy supply. Significant
contributions can be made to these EU goals by rural communities.

Suggested topics for discussion

e Creation of a municipal energy transition with
renewables and the coupling of sectors: heat,
electricity, mobility, buildings.

e Principles and value creation factors of
community energy production.

e Legal framework for the implementation of
energy communities according to the EU "Clean
Energy Package".

e Organising the local level. Technical setup and
organisational framework of renewable energy ®*
communities and principles of peer-to-peer electricity trading.

e Activation and engagement of the rural population (climate-friendly lifestyles,
community building).

e Solutions for small scale energy storage in hydrogen, batteries etc.

e Digitalisation of renewable energy communities. Using blockchain technology to
onboard members, tokenise energy trading and billing via smart contracts.

e Opportunities to strengthen local and regional economies through local energy
production.

2Barbiroglio, E. (2022). Energy communities bring renewable power to the people



https://ec.europa.eu/research-and-innovation/en/horizon-magazine/energy-communities-bring-renewable-power-people
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal_en
https://commission.europa.eu/strategy-and-policy/priorities-2019-2024/european-green-deal/repowereu-affordable-secure-and-sustainable-energy-europe_en

How can rural communities get engaged?

Rural communities can get engaged at three levels depending on their interest,
experience and availability:

Lighthouse communities are rural communities that have relevant inspiring
experience in the cluster theme (renewable energy, local energy communities,
energy self-sufficiency) to share with other communities. Lighthouse examples
are ready to share their knowledge with and learn from other communities.

Learning communities are rural communities that have made some initial steps in
planning or implementing solutions in the theme of the cluster, but would like to
learn and benefit from the experience of more advanced (lighthouse)
communities to proceed
further. Learning communities
are ready to learn, take active
part in the planned activities
and share their experience with
others.

are
rural communities that would
like to closely follow the
process and learn about the
experience of lighthouse and
learning communities.

If you represent a rural community* and would like to
participate in the ‘Knowledge Cluster on Local Renewable
Energy Communities’ in one of the above categories,
please submit an expression on of interest through the
application form* by no later than 28/02/2023.

Who can represent a rural community?

Representatives can be formal governance bodies (e.g. mayor/ deputy mayor/ mayor’s
office), or other organisations that have a “mandate” to represent the village (e.g.
nominated by the mayor to be the contact for the rural community for this project).
Where formal governance bodies do not exist, other acknowledged governance bodies
(e.g. village association) can also apply on behalf of the community.

If an organisation other than a governance body is representing the community, they
should be based locally (in the given community) — organisations not based locally might
be exceptionally accepted as representatives in well justified cases (e.g. application for a
village by the LEADER LAG or other support organisation).

* Link: https://e40.typeform.com/to/ERNAM9OLNA Note: A selection process might apply for lighthouse and learning
communities, however, all interested communities will be accepted as followers.



https://e40.typeform.com/to/ERNAM9LN
https://e40.typeform.com/to/ERNAM9LN

Expectations

Benefits /

LIGHTHOUSE COMMUNITIES

Contribute to the development of the Lighthouse
Example material (visual presentation of your
community & its smart approach)

Interview for a Smart Rural 27 podcast and/or
contribute to other multimedia material (e.g. local
filming)

Promotion and visibility at the national and EU
levels, others getting to know more about your
community and its smart approach

Help organising / hosting event and/or cross-visit for
other villages in your community or nearby (Note:
this might not apply to all lighthouse villages!)

Contribute to various exchanges: online discussions,
events, promotion of your village (e.g. through
presentations)

Possibility to visit at least one other rural community
(min. 1 person 2-day trip costs supported) and
participation at Smart Rural 27 events

Costs of travel covered of the visits to other villages
and face-to-face events

LEARNING COMMUNITIES

Active participation & contribution to exchanges:
online and face-to-face exchanges

Learning from other communities who work on the
cluster subject. Possibility to visit at least one other
rural community and participate at SR27 events

Sharing your learning experience with others

Visibility of your village, presenting your smart
journey and actions to others

Input for planning (pilot) actions in the given field
(support from other villages & the project)

Costs of travel to visits/ events might be covered by
the project (depending on available budget and level
of interest from other communities)

FOLLOWER COMMUNITIES

No expectations

Participation at selected events.
Learning from other villages.
New networking opportunities.




Knowledge Cluster on
Local Energy Communities
Indicative Timeline - 2023

HAVE A LOOK BELOW FOR ANY KEY DATES AND INFORMATION REGARDING
THIS PROJECT OR WORKSHOP.

28 February 2023

Deadline to apply for
participation in the cluster

15 -17 Mar 2023

Introductory session online
session to Introduce cluster
theme & presentation of
lighthouse examples.
Discussion about needs &
expectations

Apr - June 2023

Smart Village Café online
sessions with presentations
on lighthouse discussions

June - Sept 2023

Technical support to
certain members (e.g.
piloting, twinning or
identification of funding) -
To be confirmed.

15 March 2023

Establishing the cluster
membership, getting back to
applicants

End Mar - Early Apr 2023

1st European Smart Villages
Observatory Meeting (Austria) &
Field visit to Stanz. Theme:
Smart Villages policies and
cooperation & support on
renewable energy

June 2023

Field visit to a second rural
community

Oct 2023

Concluding cluster work.
Recommendations for the CAP,
other policies & Rural Pact



