
  

 
 
 

Strategy 2015-2023 

SALDES 
  

 
 
  

 

 



2022 SALDES (CAT) 
  página 2 
   

 

  

Saldes 
Saldes is a small town of 265 inhabitants in the Catalan Pyrenees. Its location, at the edge of the Cadí-
Moixeró Natural Park, and just below the massif of Pedraforca (2.507m) offers a very iconic and well-known 
image of the Catalan Pyrenees.  

Saldes was a mining town, which attracted a large population, especially from the 20s until the 60s when 
the population was slightly above 1000 inhabitants. In the next decade more than half of that population 
left the town, mostly to larger towns or cities, until nowadays when maintaining more than 250 inhabitants 
becomes complicated. 

The location of Saldes, 140 km north of Barcelona, offers a great location for tourism from all over the 
world, and also for second homes of wealthier families or just families that once left the town but kept the 
home and visit only in holidays or weekends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

People from Saldes are concerned about many issues, and work together and coordinated in order to 
improve living conditions (that become very tough in winter season) and facilitate the establishment of new 
people in the municipality. 
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The current government team, continuing the actions taken by the previous legislature and aware of the 
decrease in the number of inhabitants living in the municipality permanently, has been working on two 
main lines of action:  

1. Fix the current population 

a. Support for current livestock farms 

i. Cession of municipal land for grazing, construction of facilities for watering herds,… 

b. Qualitative reinforcement of the tourist offer 

i. Expansion of the cultural offer (concerts, shows, talks, book presentations, 
accordionist school, accordionist meeting, ...) 

1. Nordic walking, nature workshops for children, sport activities for all ages 
are offered mostly during spring and summer season 

2. Itinera Festival 2021 – Saldes participates with the new Itinera Festival, a 
new project created between the Association of Micropobles (“micro 
towns”, under 500 inhabitants) of Catalonia and Aktive. The objectives of 
the Festival are to make known the micro towns and their charms 
accompanied by quality music in small format. Jazz, Blues and Soul 
musicians, among other styles, take part in this project and collaborate 
with great references in Catalan music such as the Fundació Jazz Clàssic, 
Joan Chamorro and musicians who have played in the Sant Andreu Jazz 
Band, the Societat de Blues de Barcelona and the Harlem Jazz Club. 

3. Saldes XTrail 2021 – Organization of a Xtrail running around the town of 
Saldes and the mountain of Pedraforca (part of the Natural Park of Cadí – 
Moixeró): http://www.xtrailmarathoncup.com/saldes-xtrail-2021/#  

4. Itinerary: “The seven faces of Pedraforca” - A sustainable tourism 
itinerary around the Pedraforca massif will be a model to follow for four 
mountains located in Italy, Croatia and Montenegro. The European 
Commission, which promotes the sustainable growth of the Mediterranean 
area, has chosen the mountains of Pedraforca, Canigó (France) and 
Olympus (Greece) as guides to show its methodologies for the sustainable 
promotion of the territory in other countries. It is the Catalan model that 
will approach Europe. It is a route that allows visitors to spend seven days 
in the region, each through a different theme with the massif as a 
reference. With this itinerary, its promoters, the Berguedà Development 
Agency, want to highlight the territory as a whole from the mountain. The 
seven international partners of the new project met virtually last June to 
lay the foundations for the execution of the project and will meet in person 
at a seminar that will take place jointly in the Canigó and Berguedà in early 
October. 

 

ii. Saldes astronomical observatory 
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2. Reverse the trend of population loss 

a. Increase units of public housing – 2018-2021 - The municipality has been refurbishing up 
to 9 housing units to be offered for people that works in Saldes but is unable to find 
housing due to higher prices for second residences 

 

b. Encourage the creation of stable jobs 

i. Municipal adventure park open all year 

ii. Stable job linked to the municipal Astronomical Observatory -2021 - The new 
Pedraforca Astronomical Center offered a job combined with housing to promote 
speciallized jobs and demographic growth in the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iii. Creation of a municipal sawmill, with wood obtained from municipal forests 

iv. Availability of public land to establish a new goat farm in old mine terrains 

 

Many other innovative initiatives have been taking place and are still 
ongoing in Saldes: 

• Connectivity: 

c. Effective shuttle service on request (app TAD CAT): the 
TAD service is implemented in areas of low population 
density in Berguedà region, and allows the citizens to have 
a public transport service that brings them closer to the 
service centers, both health and social, and also enables 
their connection to the public transport network 

d. Optical fiber: together with a local company (Berguedà 
Telecom) it has been achieved that most of the inhabitants 
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of the municipality have optical fiber coverage at home. Repeaters are allocated in 
municipal facilities. This improvement should encourage teleworking. 

 

 

• Welfare and people: 

a. Pedraforca BiblioBus: 2 or 3 
times per month there is a library 
bus that circulates through 
Saldes, offering the possibility to 
access all the books in the public 
system of libraries in Barcelona 
province. 

 

 

 

 

b. Geolocalization of isolated homes: Each isolated home in the region of Berguedà, has a 
plate that allows to geolocate all the isolated buildings by means of a code to which all the 
emergency bodies linked to the telephone 112, have access: https://www.bergueda.cat/el-
bergueda-estrena-les-plaques-de-geolocalitzacio-de-les-masies-i-edificacions-aillades/  

 

• Recovery of lost services: 

a. Primary school: Until the recovery of the primary school service, lost in 2010-2011, 
transport service and school canteen are offered for free to children from Saldes 
attending the closest school in Vallcebre (at 12 km) 

b. Old school building available for extracurricular activities 

c. Intense work to recover the amount of medical services lost in recent years 

• Environmental quality: 

d. Energy efficiency: 

i. 2012-2015  – The heating of all municipal facilities is generated by means of 
splinter from the residual wood of the municipal forests that are exploited in a 
sustainable way by the “Community of Berguedà municipalities for biomass” 

ii. 2015-2016 – Saldes was one of the pioneers in replacing all street lighting with LED 
lamps, which reduced energy consumption by 52%. In addition, these lamps 
produce a type of light that interferes minimally with nocturnal fauna and does not 
scatter light in space. 
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iii. January 2017 – Saldes is declared the first 
municipality of Catalonia with a Quality 
Night Sky 

 

 

 

e. Local power generation: 

i. 2019-2021 – Energy Local Community - Due 
to the dispersion of the towns that form the 
municipality of Saldes, the very poor 
orientation of the roofs, and also the need of 
the municipality to preserve its most precious 
asset (the mountain of Pedraforca, which is 
widely photographed), in a public consultation with all citizens, they all agreed 
that the best way to continue working on measures towards the energy transition 
was in a cooperative way, concentrating the photovoltaic panels on one point 
instead of doing it in each home.  This way, it gained in efficiency and 
sustainability. In this model, every resident of Saldes has the chance to place their 
panels and produce your energy, simplifying and also making the tasks of 
installation and maintenance much more cheap. The cooperative (with more than 
40 members) became a reality in January 2021, and now there is a process to place 
the photovoltaic installation. 

ii. Public photovoltaic plant – in order to generate electricity for the sawmill and sell 
the surplus, a municipally owned 600 kW power plant will be located in the old 
mining areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

f. Wastewater treatment plant: Saldes is one of the last municipalities in Catalonia that does 
not currently have a sewage treatment plant. The City Council has bought land in order to 
overcome this shortcoming soon 
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g. Forest management: generating around 35 jobs (direct and indirect) 

i. Historical – Capmasat de Gresolet – Capmasat entails the ownership in common 
with other farmhouses of goods related to a limited land and its products. “Empriu” 
is a legal norm of the Catalan customary law that determines the right of communal 
use on the part of the neighbors or a town to the rustic goods of the municipality, 
already are pastures, forests or waters. 

ii. 2012 – Saldes, and 7 other municipalities created the Mancomunitat de Municipis 
Berguedans per la Biomassa, an administrative and legal entity created to manage 
and take advantage of the timber resources of all the public forests in the territory 
comprised by these municipalities, around 16.000 Ha. The use of the wood goes to 
sustainable structural wood, biomass and renewable energy. 

iii. 2012-2015 – The heating of all municipal facilities is generated by means of 
splinter from the residual wood 

iv. 2021 – Sawmill producing beams and planks from the best quality logs, and from 
the clearing of forests in the area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


